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having perished. In 1253 Gyasuddin, a Moghul
governor of Bengal, is said to have entered and tra-
versed Kamarupa almost to Sadiya, but was eventu-
ally beaten back and had to retreat to Gaur. Twenty-
five years later a Moghul noble, Tugril Khan, entered
the Kocch country, but was almost immediately killed
in battle, and his force dispersed ; while in 1337,
another Moghul invasion took place in the reign of
Mahomed Shah Tughlak, which did not advance far
into the country before it too suffered a series of
defeats, and was almost entirely annihilated. The
Moghul historian Ferishta's account of this invasion
of China which, passing through Cooch Behar,
attempted the passage of the Bhootan hills, runs as
follows : " Having heard of the great wealth of China,
Mahomed Tughlak conceived the idea of subduing
that empire ; but in order to accomplish his design
it was necessary to first conquer the country of
Hemachal (Nepal) and Thibet lying between the
borders of China and India. Accordingly in 1337 he
ordered a force of 100,000 men to subdue this moun-
tain region under his sister's son, Khoosroo Mulk, and
to establish garrisons as far as the border of China.
When this was effected he proposed to advance in
person with his whole army to invade that empire.
Nobles and state councillors in. vain assured him that
the troops of India never yet could, and never would,
advance a step within the limits of China, and that
the whole scheme was visionary. The king insisted
on making the experiment, and the army was put in
motion. Having entered the mountains, small forts
were built on the road to secure communications, and
proceeding in this manner the troops reached the